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In re investigetion of an accident wnhich ocosurred
on the Pere Harguetie Feflwey at Riversids,
Eioh., on September 20, 1817,

Oetober 31, 1917,

On Septemder £0, 1817, there was s headeend
gcllision betwesn a pes-enger trein and a freight traio on
the Pere Harquette Bollway at Riverside, Mich., wshich reaulted
in the death of 1 smployee and infury to 4 m;:sisyma and 15

ssangers. Alter investigation of thie sddiosnt, the
2f of the Bureau of Safety reports s follows:

The Chicage Division of the Pere Harguotte Haillway,

g& whichk this sesident cesurred, is & single-track line,

th the exgeption of tww short stretohes of double track,
one of vhich extends from Riverside south to Jt. Joo Elver
bridge, & dfatspoe of ebout 74 miles. The ssoldent soourred
on 8 siwm tragk about 1,950 feest nowrth of the beginning of
the double treck at Rilverside. Trair movements over this line
are poverned by itime<tuble and train orders trsascitted by
telophons, snd betueen Fiverside ond Porter, Ind., & staticn
56 niles south, the liae is equlipped with @zmtia block
slgnals, btut dbetween Riverside sud Sross, & station 75 miles
norsh, %hm are no blook signels in use,

Southbound passenger train Ho. 16, comsizting of

locomptive 152, 1 expreco cer, 1 ooubination beggage and

oor and 1 coush, in oherge of Conductor Xent and
Inglnezn Mohr, left Grend Raplds, on route to Hew Buffalo
Hiohs, 5t 5400 pelie, OB tine, snd left Colous, the lagt taimgfa
station before veasching the point of acoldent, st 8,38 p.m., 33
ninates lete, The dlstense between Coloma snd the noint of soeie
dent 1a 3¢ miles. Train Ho. 18 covered thuis distancs in 5
Binutes and colllided headeon with Treight trein extra 925 st
8.8 Tl The speed of train Bo. 16 prior to the ascident wos
ebout 70 miles an bouy and 1t had bee reduecd %o 50 or 40
miles sn hour when the trainz struci.

Borthbound freight tralin oxtre 925 eonsisted of
locomotive 928, 48 loaded cers, 1 smpty oar and s oaboose, and
was in gherge of Conduotor S%ovwe and Enginemsan Derrick, 4%
Benton Burbor, whioh is located £.84 miles south of Biverside
the grew rauiwé & slearanos oerd and among others, train order
o, 69, reading in pard as fol owst

*Engine 925 ywm extrs, Banton Harbor to

Yaverly. **% A1) trains up %o 5.50 p. B hove
pessed Riverside. No. 18 Rog. 152 has 0o sigoals,”

After recelving Shis order, extrs 925 left BDemton Harbor et
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€210 pama, thlsz dDelng the laot w}.%mgm stetion hefors resche
$ng Riverside and the distance to Riverside was oowered in
shout 88 mimites. The enginemag overlooked the fuoct that
trein Bo, 16 414 not pees then on the double ireok and »sn by
Blverside, oolliding with tyain No. 16, &3 sbove siated, &b
8+.30 pafi. The speed of extra 925 st %ae time of the eselident
was eostimeted to have been botween B and 8 miles sm hour.

The locomotives of both tralns were badly damsged,
but remeined on the Streck, the pessenger locomotive telsscoping
the express ear for a distangs of abous 11 feet. The tender
of the freight loocomotive lended on top of the first ear of
1= train, whioch wes a gondelsa oar loaded with asend, this esr
being conpletely destroysd. The seoond, third and fourth oars
of the freight trein were alse m&ﬁmﬁy

The switeh point st the north end of the double traek
at BElverside is loosted direstl; in front of the telegrsph
offiee in the station, the stetlion delng locuted on the east
8ide of the ireck while the train order signel 1is locsted on the
wast olde of tue trask. The normal position of the frals oxder
signal is clewar.

Approsc Eiverside 2tation from the south the track
is stralght for 1, fout and then beginning at the station and
pravesilog aortinmard, there 13 o Z-degree curve to the laft 1,580
foot in length, followed by 370 feet of ent traok o the polnt
of oollision., Approaching the point of colliazion from the morth
the track 1z straight for 4,000 feet, Ou the inside of the ourve
between Riverside station end the polnt of secident, there is a
heavy growth of trees whioh restricts the wiew fron an approadde
ing northbound train to & distence of apyroximstely 600 fest.

The tanbgent forth of thisz ourve being e proximecely 1 zile in
length, the wvislon of the sngineman of s southbound truin iz oot
restricted to such & short distsnce. The losomotives of both
trains involved in this cooldent were equipred with ofl besdligdts
whioh were in falr sondition sud burning st the time, 'The grade
for sorthbound treizns is slightly desoendin: to the point of
sollision and siightly descending for southbound trains to within
shout 1,300 feet of the paint of collislon. The wenther ot the
time of the acolident was olear, bdut dazk,

Emglinemsn Hohy, of train No. 18, stated thet approcche
ing the point of socident he wus rbnuing ot 2 speed of 80 or 70
miles an hour. Yhem he first ssv the refleotion of the headlight
of extra 925 he thought 1t »ws on sutosobile on the higbway which
sroases the Sreok at Riverside, Vhen the trains ocexe to within
one-fourth of & mlle spert he discovered thet it wus the hoadw
1ight of 2 train and lmmediately & &d the aly brakes in emeorg-
mmm the zpesd to sbout or 40 miles an hour xhen the
sion goeurred, He ssid that the alr brakes were workisg
ﬁ and siso thet bis headligbht waz urning and was in good
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Plremen Sweet, of train Ho. 16 stated $hat when he
first sew the reflcction of the headlight of extra 925 he alsc
thought thet it wns the headlight of sn sutomoblle and that the
twn troins were o more then 18 or 0 oar leugths aps:rt when he
first dlcoovered thet 1% waes the headlight of & tyaln, He then
oelled 1t to the attention of the enginemean who apolied the
brakes in smergenty. Heo sald that the brakes 4id not seen to
take holé ss wall a5 they should have and that st two or three
stketions the trsis had run by, allhough he 414 not Xnow what
$he diffieulty wms,.

Comduetor Eent, of train Ho. 18, stated thet the
firat intimation he had a$ ths acoldent wia the spolfeatin of
the brekes. He also suid that & test was mede of the brakes
befors starting this trir shd that they seened to be morking

properly.

ngineman Dervlok, of sxire 928, stated that when he
larft Eanm ﬁmr B th that be was to aest $rain Bo.
18 bofore lsaving the doubdle Sprack ot Eiverside] sporoaching
Eiveraide he wos sssisting his Piremsn who wis a0 insxperienced
man and overlooked the fast thot traln Ho. 1€ had sol passed.
He 2aid that there wes nothing ia the rmlea wihleh —eguires
trains (o stop a2 Biverside unless gsignelled to dorso and thad
treins register &t this station by meens of & #lip which the
maﬁr throwe off. Lppronchiing Riverside there are $wo

sheey eroscinge and EZngiaemen Derrick steted thel he sounded
m #histle for both of ﬂwma “The switoh st the end of the
mie treok vas in the olesr position =nd the opsratory
slgnelled hin to proceed, HBe left Elverside at z speed of
sbout 15 or 20 ailes en hour and afteyr golng sbout 10 oszy lengths
ot the siogle treck, 1t sud sosurred to him thet trasin He.
18 had nob passed. He them eplled the brakes in emergenoy,
efter whieoh he ssvw train Ho. 186 He stoted thut the brekes
worked zﬁra;xm-ly aiad he smooleded In reduciang the speed of his
trein 0 5 or & miles sn hour when the eollision cecuryed. He
tho ke oould see the headlizht of traim Ho. 18 2 4lstsnoe
of sbout 10 cur lengths, Englneomn Dsrrick further ateted that
he mas plonning on getting to Fatervilet for trein Ho., 6 snd that
this tralm wes more o bis mind than ens train Hoe 16.

Piressn lLuce, of extre 9205, stated that he expested
Bis tralm would =eot Hrain Ho. 16 o2 mmgié& and upen reaching
thet station sup osed thet trsin Mo, 18 had been met, The
ebgineman asked him about the signel end switoh znd he iold him
$het the switoh wez lined uy amd thet the egent had given kin g
rrocesd signsl with his lentern., He stated fariher thst he
was putting in & Tire between z&a stution end the oint of
aesident and that the head Drakemal who was killed in the cole
Iision was the first to EW ﬁmin Boe 16, 228 sl ed out to the
mgineman, “"Here she comes,® He falt tm a&r beolinz applied
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from the rear of the treinm and st about the sune tine the
tnzinensn &pplisd the brakss, but not wntil efter train Hoe 18
bod bean seof. Flressn Luce further stated that =zt the iine of
the colifsion the spesd oF the ivaln hed beoen redussd Prom nbout
#8 mlles sn Bour 0 ehoudt % or 6 miles an hour.

Conduetor Stowe, of extrs 825, stated Loat when he
reseived the trains orders wnd eleavence on d st Benton Earbor, he
gave ocoples to the enzinesmen, but 313 not weit to have iz resd
thes sloud snd started back o ses i the tralm wms ready to
shert. Ee stated that gon the errivel of his traln at RKivere
#lde, vhen the locomotive was zbout in front of the ﬁ%&%ﬁ@ and
the oosboose, in whioh he wes riding, wer choud 50 eur lengths
therelroz, he stopped oul on to the resy :lstfora to see i
trair Ho. 18 was ocoming om to %o double Sreok. Hot seelng it,
B weul into the seboose snd applied the drakes) he stated that
he 414 not open the velve wide ut rirat, tut oremed 1t culte &
little snd then after soilng v short Aistanoe Purther, he opeanod
it wide. He thousht thab the train had s8on;od or nearly so
whet the collision cocurred,

Resr Drskecan &&ywaag ol extra 928, atetsd thmi he
wad riding om tse rear of the troin lookimg for sighels se h's
treid sporoeched Hiverside. “hef the eahoose was about 20

sar lensthe soutr: of the platd the condustor, knowlng that
trein Ho. 16 ned not passed, spplied the alr brakes. The bLrakee
man gtated that he then went out on to the recy platfors end sew
the oporstor giving atop signels and he told the condustor. 3ia
tis enboose pas.ed the operztor, the operator tolil him to stop
the Srain quickly end he replied that the eir wes all on.

Operstor Andrus a2t Riverside steted that pricr to the
erpivel of exire 930, the switch at the north and of the doudle
track was sot for southbound movements snd thet the trzim order
signal indioated clear. He stated thst as extra 955 approsched,
the enginesen sounded the vhistle onlliins for the owitohy end he
stered over to the oppositc aide of the irsck from the stetion,
cpaned the awitel, and gove & proceed signal. ¥hile in the sat of
throwing the switch, he heard the dispateber ealling snd ss soon
&8 he could get into communiontisy with the dlapstoher he wesn
asked 1f extre 025 haod arrived to which he replied, "Yes, they
are polog by." The opersior thes understood the dispatoher
to say, ®"Btop them,™ and he Jemged through the window and mede
overy offort Lo stop them, He furthey strted thnt he kmew
that train o, 16 waa lote Dut 14 not Xnow how much. Se also
saié that norvthbound treine sometices stop to roploter at
Riwerside but that sometimes they were eleered of the register
by orders received ot Benton Berbor.
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This zeoident w25 oczused by the fellure of extra 926
$0 walt st the end of the Jdouble treck st Riversids for trauin
Hoe 16 which see overdue, for whish Bnginesan Derrick apd Cobe
duotor Stowe were responsidle. The engineman sdmitted that
be overlooked this train.

Rules 83 =nd 83{b) gowerning the movements of tralns
on the Pere Harquette Pelilwsy resd 28 followss

*83. 2 train zust mot leave its inisizl sistion
or say division {or subdivisicn) or & Junotiun, or
pass from double %o single treck, until 1t hss bees
eseertulined zhethsr all treins dus, whleh are superior,
or of the sans olacs, have srrived or leoft."

*53{b), Conductors and cuginemen of all trains
Bust, unless otherwize provided, exenins reglster
books st such stetions end obieln the inforoaticn yoe
guired by Bule 85. 7Tiis iaformation will be furanished
the englnemen by the conduotor on Form 196."

Aggording to these rules extras 925 should have stop ol 8% Rivere
#ide hefore pesaing Trom the double ton the sinzle treck &t that
t and sasertained vhether or mot =11 southbound trnine due
riasred. Extre 958%s rumning orders ocontalznsd informetion
that =11 trains due =t Flverside up to 5,50 p.s. had passed that
point, snd thie mes cogepted by the condudtor and engineman
&8 fvving them of the obligation &0 cheak the rogistery snd
this appesys to heve besen customary prastice at this _oins,
almnﬁh there 4s no rule or btulletirc ordeyr speeifically
autiorizing it. Treln Ho. 16 42 scheduled 0 pas Riverside at
610 ;emy and extre 935 pussed there about 6.38 p.n. Hed
Ingineman Derrick not held en order thet all train: up to 5.50
Peiie BaAVe passed Riversice, he would in sll pmiability heve
observed the requiresent of rule 83{b) znd brousht nis train
%0 8 atop before loaving the double treack. By & genersl huliew
tin lemued Harah 16, 1914, emplovers sre directsd thats

*the time table, book of rules, general orders

snd genersl motises must be rizidly obeerved, end

the olalm of Youstomery praetice® st varisnce thore-
with will not e eoctepted s2 sn exouse for violation,”

It would weem that the preetice of clearing the register
at Eiverside by trein ordsr, snd sceepting such order 23 suthority
to pass frou double to single treok without ataggg«i@, iz st
variance with the direetion of rules 83 end 83(b), in the sbseuce
of say rale or Wulletin specifically authoriziug such yrectise,
In sany eventi, had the reculrements of rules 83 and a3{h) b.en
rigidly obeerved there {2 nc reeson to believe that this scoldemt
would have ooourred.
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mmm Cerelok entered the service of the FPere
Kegquetis Hallwmy Oompeny s & flrsmean in Pebruary, 1901, sad
resigned in Hopeh of the wm + B¢ Y8 mi ad a5 fi1v-
man in ﬁawer 1902 verber, 1909 wes Lromoled to

ineman. § iﬁl?., M ws set %za&x %o riﬂzaﬁ for en

efinite ad bu% resusied rights asz sngloeman sgein in
Auguet, 1917, Condustor Stove entered the zervice as & brelecsn
in August, m%, aud wap pro;moted te copduetor in Hovember, 1911.

A% the time of the seclient the orew of eztrs 98
m& m oi duty 1 heour and 40 siputes, prioer to which the
maginessn and firessn had been off éuty i’? hours and 45 pinutes
m th& reaainder of the srew 12 hours and 85 ninates.

JeFale




