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In re inveetigation of Acoident on % TtangnoHae
Bichigen Gentrsl Railrosnd near
Pranolseo, Michigsn, on 1 UL ng

July 18, 1013,

On July 18, 1913, thers was a derallment on the
Miohigan Osntral Railrosd near Prancises, Michigen, whish
rostlted in the desath of the enginaman snd firemsn snd the
injJury of the oonduotar.

After inveatigatlon of this ageident the Chisf In-
gpestor of Safebty Appllanoces Yagorta gs follows:

Zeathound train Fo, 18 vaa‘ggtﬁmhatgan Expresa train,
en route from Ohieago, J1l., Bo. Bufifals,: N, Y. It eonsicted
of © expreas oara snd one Teakibination eugah. all of wooden
conatruction, hauled by lacgtiptive No,, 8383, and was Ain
ehprge of Conductor Whalen afd Eaginesan'Marsin, This train
left Jackson, ¥ishigan, at 4158 4. n,, wss dersiled on a
curve west of the west switskiof &hy passing Crack at
Franoisago, about %hrea-qunrﬁﬂﬁsfb:.gupﬂlu woat of Franolisco
ltatﬁan, while running at en seBiEeted apmed of 45 miles
per hour,

The engine and tender %toire up the passing track for s
&ietance of gbaut 286 feet befors tupning over on thelp
eides. The firat thres care were deralled and tilted to
onge eglde, but 4id not lesve %he roadbed, The forward trucks
of the fourth esar were daralled, ths bDalance of the train
remaining on the palla,

The divieion of the Wichigan Central Railrosd on which
this accoident ceourred is z double %rack line, the movemsnt
of tralns belng governed by automatic blogk gignal&. The
track ieg lgid with 100-pound pralls, witR ahout 21 oak and
sedor tlsp under eech rall amd well ballastad with rook,
Six-belt rall Iointe are usad, The Yrack had resently been
reballasted, and oareful exgmination for a dlghance of about
one-half mile in each direction from the initial point of
derallment showed Lt %o Be in good gondiston, At the point
of the asoldent the track is level and on a 1.14 degoe curve,
1600 feet in length.

The firat marks of derallusnt were found 878 feet fronm
the tangent on the west endt of the sun've. Thede marks india-
sated that only one palr of vhaels was off the track at
that point. Fifty-eight feet farther in on ¥he gurve the

marks are vary distinot where the sesond pair of wheels left
the reils.
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The deralled wheels ran along on the tiss on the south
eide of tha rails and on reaching the wast pasaing track
sgwitch, 1296 frolt from shere ths geaond pair of wheals was
dsrailed, were eaught by the switoh points and ¥alls and
pullad in on the psasing traek.

The engine and tender turned over on thelr sides and
eame to reet 1639 feet frowm the first nmarks of the derallment.
An exemination of the track and of gll the wheels of the
engine rnd tender falled to dlsclose mny esonditiaon that
dould e aselgned zo the sauce of thils derallment,

Hopd Breakemoh Feelend gtatead that his first Iintimation
of frouble wasz when the brakes were sgpplied in emergeney.
He esatlmeted thet the traln ran s dlstance of about 200 feet
after the brikeg were applled. He went forward to the engine
and found the englpeuman dezd, whila the firemon, gs after-
vardas proved %c be the enxe, was fatclly InJured. The
fireren sas not sble to tolX very much, but stated thgt the
tender vheels =werw e Pirst tc leave the rails. The state-
" mente of the other smployees able %o teztify brought out no
gdditiconsl fache.

Leter the eceldent tin avlee on both pelrs of wheeln
in the forwerd Lrugk £ the tender were found 21ightly bent.
The whreols on the fro.t srle =mere 1-15/52 inches cut of
gouge =nd the sheale n Gt zoare sxle were 9/18 Anches outs
of poiic.

“he stoel Srecd - & bl b.ndid verr plalnly showed the
Berks of the lust uacl.ine Yuon.ag upon then, and being worn
evenly the cnlire <istrnoe .roun: the tire indicanted without
doubt that ths Hendiiss o0 Lew clles must have occurrad at
the tilue of the Cercilican’.

Yhen deralled the btenwes woa not heavily loaded, hav-
ing traveled 45 12ileg :zlncs wator was Saken, and 82 miles
gince cealing.

The cange of ti."s rarollment cannet be stated. It is
belleved that the tender saz the firet part of tha ftrain
to be deratled, but the reasong therefor are unknown,
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