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IN RE mmwmnxog OF AN ABUYDSRT WE CH "B CURREDCOP
THE MICHIGAH CHNT tAL RAILROAD, NEAR CL&R mm__, _.u//
MARCH &, 1920,
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May &, 19E0

On Maroh 6, 1920, there was & derallment of a psssenger
trein on the Hichigan Central Railroad near Clarendon, Mich.,
whioh resulted in the death of 1 employee and the injury of &
pasaengerrs, ALfter investigation of this escoident the Chief
0f ths Eurseu of Safety reports as follows:

This sooldent cocurred on the Alr Line Division of the
Klehigan Centfrsl Reillrcad, a single-track line, extending hetween
Jagkson, Mloh., and Hilles, iich., & dlstance of 104.3 milesm,
Treins are operated by timeteble and train ordera, no blogk
algnal eysiem baing in use. veat of the point cf zogident the
track 1s tangent for several miles, the grade 1s .23% smsoending
for eesthownd trains. The track is laid with 100 pound rails,
with 19 hardwood tise to the rell, ballasted with gravel and
¢inders. The weather was alesar.

Zaatbound passenger train Ho. 62 eonslated of engine
8194, 1 oombimation meil and baggage our, 1 express ¢ar, 1l emok-
ing car end 1 ocaoh, in charge of Conduotor Hiokman and Engineman
Piok. It left Niles at 6.20 e.m., on time, passed Tekonsha,
the laat open telegraph stetion west of the poipt of acgeident,
gt 9.00 a.m., 42 minmutes late, and at 9.10 s.m. was derailed
st & ~oilnt ebout one fourth of a mile west of Clarendon while
trgveling at & speed eatimated o0 have heen from 30 to I6 miles

an hour.
The engine end firest two care were net derailed. The

amoking oer was deralled but remcined courled to the exprees oar,
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inclined &t en angle of about 40 degreen. The 4ay ocach oame
to rest on its right sida, sbout 1f feet =ovih of the track and
nearly prysilel =i .hid. The emplcoyee killed wus the brekeman.

Examlnation of the track after the mocident discloped
a broken raell on the south or rizht side of the track. For aboul
10 faest at the reaeiving #nd the reil was broken into small
pleces, meny of which were not more than three inches in length.
About 21 feet of the leaving end of the rail rommined 1inteot,
segured by ocme bolt te the adjoining reil on thes east end.
¥eet of this roint there were no signs of anything having been
dragging on the treck or of any wheels havling been derailed.

Taeatbound freight trein extra 791> passed over this
portion of the track sahead of train Heo. 62, having nansed
Tekonsha et 7,30 a.m,, the engineman of thet trein did not
notice anything wrong with the treck. The englne ¢rew of
trein No. 62 41d not notice anything indiesting a bhroken rail
or low Jjoint, their first intimation of anything wrong being
when the air brakes were applied ln emergency by the dersllment
of the train. The begrages mester riding in the first ocar, heard
& ¢liok and felt & Jjar which he recognized as bein- due to &

broken rsil.

Investimation developed that after the ssetion foreman
had renewed two rails at Bnother point on hisg seotlion he had
notlced thaet this particunlar rell nesded ohsnging, the rail
having & battered end. He obtained B rall 3o put 1n lte placs,

end sfter completing his preparatione for meking the ohange



-
sent out flegmen in esoh dilrectiom to hold sll trains until the
work had been completed. At thie time train Ho. 62 wes in sight,
and a3 he ooneidered the rail safe for the paceage of the t{rein
he zeve inetruetions to the flapman who was sierting weat to let
treln No. 62 pase and then to stop sny other trein which might
approsah. The seciion foramsn thought thet when ths rall
feiled nnder the troin the rear cer waz the firat to be derelled
snd that it pulled the sroking car off the rails,

In preparing teo change the rall the ssotlon foreman had
drawn two-thirde of the splkes on the ineide of the reil, leaving
every third splke in plaee, &nd had removed one-helf of the angle-
bar boltes; none of the snikes on the ontside of the rail hed been
diptutbed. This wes ths uesnal method foellowsd im -reparing te
ehange valls and it wes oonsidersd eefe provided the rsil to be
chenged was 1n such condldion that 1t osould be passedrover by
a trein without denger ¢f bresking under ths trzin. In thie
particelar gass the reocelving end of the rell was battered,
but not encough for the seoetion foreman to conwiddr 1t aengerous,
while the roedmmster, who was & pascenger cu the train seid he
wep Ssetisfied trhret there hed heon no visible bresk in the reil;
the remBon 1% was Leing chinged —wes to svold dsmage to the reil
£djaoent to the battered ani. It waz ths nolley to chenge reile
havine defects tofora they hed an civortunlty of developing to
the point where they would be dangzerons; wbout 50 raile hed

been ohanpged on this mection during the winter.
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The rail which failed wee & 100=-povnd rall, rolled in
1904, snd laid in »ain traocx in ths same year. In 19153, it wae
removedl to bs reclaimad by sawing of? the ends, which reduced its
length from 3, feet to about i1 feet. It was 121d in the traeck
em the Air Lime Division in 1913, remeining there until ite fail-
ure under trein Ko. 62, meking a total of appraxi-ately 16 years'
mervioe

Thie agcident wae caused by & broken rail. T™hia reil
probably waeg f motured under the engime hauling traln No. 62,
but the resson for its fallure wes not definitely macertalneA,

All of the empluyess involved were experienged msmn, and
néne had been on duty in vivletion of any ef tho provieions of

the hours of servioce law,



